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Did	you	really	think	that	the	makers	and	distributors	of	mobile	apps	can	survive	on	99	cent	downloads	and	giveaways?	Of	course	they	can’t.	Which	is	why	I	wasn’t	at	all	surprised	when	the	Federal	Trade	Commission	issued	a	report	this	week	saying	that	hundreds	of	popular	smartphone	and	tablet	apps	aimed	at	children	are	collecting	personal	data
and	sharing	it	without	informing	parents.	Personal	data	is	the	coin	of	the	digital	realm,	and	if	collecting	and	selling	it	means	that	your	privacy,	or	that	of	your	children,	is	compromised,	those	are	the	breaks,	the	app	makers	say.	Actually,	they	don’t	say	that.	Mostly	they	say	nothing	at	all	or	issue	platitudinous	statements	in	support	of	privacy.	But	they
keep	on	selling	that	data,	because	that’s	how	the	system	works.	The	FTC	report	is	disturbing.	More	and	more	parents	use	tablets	as	electronic	baby	sitters	and	homework	helpers,	without	offering	a	lot	of	supervision.	Too	many	apps	fail	to	give	parents	basic	explanations	about	what	kinds	of	personal	information	the	apps	collect	from	children,	who	can
see	that	data	and	what	they	use	it	for,	the	report	states.	Why	collect	that	data?	It	allows	advertisers	to	tailor	their	messages	much	more	precisely.	The	report	also	finds	that	many	of	the	apps	surveyed	include	interactive	features,	such	as	connecting	to	social	media,	and	they	send	information	from	the	mobile	device	to	ad	networks,	analytics	companies,
or	other	third	parties,	without	disclosing	these	practices	to	parents.	It’s	worth	noting	that	television	and	printing	advertising	directed	at	children	has	been	strictly	regulated	for	some	time.	Doing	so	in	the	online	world	is	more	complex,	and	there’s	opposition	to	it	from	Silicon	Valley	heavyweights	like	Google	and	Facebook	(as	well	as	the	app	makers)
whose	business	model	is	heavily	dependent	on	advertising	revenue.	The	FTC’s	staff	looked	at	400	kid-oriented	apps.	Only	20	percent	(81)	contained	any	privacy-related	disclosure	on	the	app’s	promotion	page,	on	the	developer	website,	or	within	the	app.	When	the	FTC	did	a	similar	study	last	year,	it	found	that	only	16	percent	of	the	apps	made	those
disclosures,	so	it’s	fair	to	say	there’s	been	very	little	progress	made	on	that	score,	which	is	why	the	industry’s	claim	that	it	can	regulate	itself	is	hardly	credible.	Consumer	Privacy	on	the	Web	Be	Damned,	Say	Big	Advertisers	Your	Smartphone	Is	a	Spy	for	the	Government	Of	course,	simply	making	a	disclosure	isn’t	necessarily	meaningful,	the	report
states.	“Many	(disclosures)	consisted	of	a	link		to	a	long,	dense,	and	technical	privacy	policy	that	was	filled	with	irrelevant	information	and	would	be	difficult	for	most	parents	to	read	and	understand.”	And	“One	app	that	shared	device	ID	and	geolocation	with	advertising	networks	had	a	misleading	privacy	disclosure	that	discussed	features	about	the
user	interface	of	the	app,	but	did	not	disclose	the	fact	that	advertising	networks	or	analytics	companies	would	be	receiving	information	through	the	app.”	I	get	very	tired	of	tech	companies	—	not	to	mention	politicians	—	that	go	on	about	how	regulation	stifles	innovation.	If	they	don’t	want	regulation,	they	have	to	earn	that	right	by	being	more
responsible.	CHICAGO,	Jan.	20,	2012	/PRNewswire	via	COMTEX/	--	Online	rental	resource	leader,	Apartments.com,	is	answering	the	apartment	search	needs	of	Android(TM)-powered	phone	users	nationwide	by	announcing	the	launch	of	its	application	in	Android	Market(TM).	Android	continues	to	be	one	of	the	most	preferred	platforms	in	the	U.S.	with
47	percent	of	all	smartphone	users	owning	an	Android-powered	phone,	according	to	comScore's	November	2011	U.S.	Mobile	Subscriber	Market	Share	report.	To	appeal	to	the	apartment	search	needs	of	this	rapidly	growing	audience	of	smartphone	users,	Apartments.com	is	giving	Android	enthusiasts	more	ways	to	find	a	place	to	live.	By	creating
instant	access	to	thousands	of	apartment	listings--representing	millions	of	apartments--Android	phone	owners	can	now	conduct	location-based	searches	in	a	visually-enhanced	media	format	including	walk-though	videos,	photos,	floor	plans	and	GPS	directly	from	the	palm	of	their	hand."We	want	to	give	apartment	hunters	a	variety	of	search	options,"
said	Chris	Brown,	VP	of	product	management	at	Apartments.com.	"With	mobile	devices	predicted	to	overtake	PCs	for	accessing	online	information	in	the	next	year	or	two,	we	added	the	Android	app	to	our	mobile	product	suite	to	give	renters	more	choices	to	choose	from	when	conducting	their	apartment	search.	Unlike	other	apartment	apps	on	the
market,	we	designed	our	app	specifically	for	Android	to	ensure	we	deliver	the	best	user	experience."The	Apartments.com	Android	application	key	features	include:The	most	comprehensive	and	vivid	database	of	apartments	nationwideSearch	for	apartments	near	any	location,	use	GPS	to	search	exact	locationRefine	search	by	location,	price,	number	of
bedrooms,	number	of	bathrooms,	amenities	and	moreView	photos,	floorplans	and	video	walkthroughs	of	apartment	listingsSave	apartment	listings	as	favorites	and	access	them	again	at	anytimeSaved	searches	allow	apartment	shoppers	to	pick	up	their	apartment	search	where	they	left	offThe	Apartments.com	Android	application	is	free	and	now
available	in	Android	Market.The	addition	of	the	Android	app	to	the	Apartments.com	mobile	product	suite--including	iPhone	or	iTouch	app	and	a	mobile	website--puts	apartment	shoppers	in	control	of	their	search.	By	providing	renters	with	even	more	choices	on	how	they	access	apartment	information,	they	can	search	at	anytime	from	anywhere	and	on
any	mobile	device	they	choose.	To	learn	about	all	of	Apartments.com	mobile	solutions,	visit	.About	Apartments.comApartments.com	(	)	is	a	leading	national	apartment	Internet	listing	subscription	service	with	more	than	50,000	unique	addresses	representing	millions	of	rental	units	from	managed	properties,	newspaper	classifieds	and	for-rent-by-owner
properties.	By	incorporating	the	most	relevant	products	to	reach	renters	including	personalized	searches	and	highly	visual	ads	featuring	live	chat,	real-time	rent,	online	video	walk-through	demonstrations,	professional	photography,	a	mobile	website	and	iPhone	and	Android	app,	Apartments.com	creates	easy	access	to	its	listings.	Providing	unmatched
exposure	to	its	advertisers	through	an	intuitive	name,	strategic	search	engine	placements,	featured	partnerships	including	Yahoo!	Real	Estate,	Univision	and	more	than	120	newspaper	websites	and	innovative	emerging	media,	Apartments.com	reaches	millions	of	renters	nationwide,	driving	both	qualified	traffic	and	highly-engaged	renters	to	leasing
offices	nationwide.	Apartments.com	is	a	division	of	Chicago-based	Classified	Ventures,	LLC.	The	Apartments.com	network	of	apartment	rental	websites	includes	Apartment	Home	Living	(	),	a	leading	social	media	apartment	website	distinguished	by	a	"live	for	fun"	community	experience,	proprietary	lifestyle	matching	and	local	living	guides	to	help
renters	find	their	perfect	place	to	live.Android	and	Android	Market	are	trademarks	of	Google,	Inc.	All	other	trademarks	are	property	of	their	respective	owners.
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